
Global Climate Policy: Actors, Concepts,  

and Enduring Challenges

Edited by Urs Luterbacher and Detlef F. Sprinz

The MIT Press  
Cambridge, Mas sa chu setts  
London,  England



© 2018 Mas sa chu setts Institute of Technology

All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form by any 

electronic or mechanical means (including photocopying, recording, or information 

storage and retrieval) without permission in writing from the publisher.

This book was set in Stone Serif by Westchester Publishing Ser vices. Printed and 

bound in the United States of Amer i ca.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Names: Luterbacher, Urs, editor. | Sprinz, Detlef, F., editor.

Title: Global climate policy: actors, concepts, and enduring challenges /  

edited by Urs Luterbacher and Detlef F. Sprinz.

Description: Cambridge, MA : The MIT Press, 2018. | Series: Global environmental 

accord. Strategies for sustainability and institutional innovation | Includes  

bibliographical references and index.

Identifiers: LCCN 2017040420 | ISBN 9780262037921 (hardcover : alk. paper) |  

ISBN 9780262535342 (pbk. : alk. paper)

Subjects: LCSH: Climate change mitigation--International cooperation. |  

Climatic change.

Classification: LCC TD171.75 .G56 2018 | DDC 363.738/74--dc23  

LC record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017040420

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1



List of Abbreviations vii

Foreword ix

1 Our Approach 1

Urs Luterbacher

2 The Evolution and Governance Architecture of the United Nations 

Climate Change Regime 13

Daniel Bodansky and Lavanya Rajamani

3 International Relations Theories and Climate Change Politics 67

Michaël Aklin

4 Cooperation on Climate Change: Insights from  

Game Theory 93

Frank Grundig, Jon Hovi, and Hugh Ward

5 Computational Models, Global Climate Change, and Policy 125

Thierry Bréchet and Urs Luterbacher

6 Environmental Protection, Differentiated Responsibility, and World 

Trade: Making Room for Climate Action 149

Urs Luterbacher, Carla Norrlof, and Jorge E. Viñuales

7 Major Countries 171

Detlef F. Sprinz, Guri Bang, Lars Brückner, and Yasuko Kameyama

8 Nonstate Actors in International Policy Making: The Kyoto  

Protocol and Beyond 217

Tora Skodvin

9 Business 235

Matthew Paterson

Contents



vi Contents

10  Equity and Development: Developing Countries in the 

International Climate Negotiations 263

Katharina Michaelowa and Axel Michaelowa

11  Implementation, Compliance, and Effectiveness of Policies  

and Institutions 297

Jon Hovi and Arild Underdal

12 Our Conclusions 323

Detlef F. Sprinz

Contributors 337

Index 339


